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In a recent conversation with J. Sellars and F. van der Wal,

Capt. Lchock of Holloman Aero Medical Field Laboratory stated

that Holloman personnel would bring to the launch site aix

harnessed mice and six unharnessed mice. In addition, they would
bring equipment needed to harness other mice if this should become
necessary, e alzo reported that & requirement of diapering the
mmlce had been abandoned, szince the problem $eemed inaoluble. ot
pbresent, there are six harnessed mice and six caged, but free, mice
being bench tested at Holloman for 72 hours to "conditica" ihe
subjects for the flight. This process ip the only pre-flight treutment
to be given the mice; no preliminary injections or diet control is

contemplated,

Since the time of this conversation with Capt. Schock, it has become
appareat that the animals will have to be wired, and the electrical
Bystem checked out, prior to their arrival at Patrick. Since
instrumentation of the subjects will be done by STL personnel, and
since the harnesres are an integral part of the electrical system, it

is now planned that STL personuel will put on the harnesses. Further-
more, as a result of prelimidary bench tests at STL, it appears that
the "conditioning" runs weaken the mice so much that they are definitely
inadvisible prior to the actual flight. Since the mice will not be
"conditioned" and eince the barnessed mice will be prepared at STL, the
Holloman contributioa will be to deliver six unharnessed mice.

We have received word that Maj. Simuns, Cupt. Schock, and
Sgt. Dittmer, all of Holloman Aero Medical Field Laboratory, plan to
be at Fatrick for the MIA firings. Capt. Schock will visit Fatrick on
7-8 April 1953 to be sure "everything is in order®. He will then return
to Holloman until time for the group to BO to Patrick for the launching.
&
It was suggested to Capt. Scheock that, since no special treatment of the
mouse - alive or dead - would be required between the staging port and
Holloman, and since the Aero Medical Field Laboratory is s0 short-
handed, they might prefer to elirninate the downrange trip for a Holloman
man, and roceive the mouse either at Patrick or at Hollaman upon ite
return. Capt. Schock agreed to this plan,

You should note that the above information was obtained on 2{ March 14583
and therefore supersedes Schock's letter of 20 March 1958,
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